(Letterhead)

(Sample Letter of Medical Necessity: BIG/LITTLE Step-by-Step with Levels)

AUGMENTATIVE COMMUNICATION EVALUATION

This sample letter is designed to provide guidelines for writing an evaluation for a BIG/LITTLE Step-by-Step with Levels from Ablenet. Insert information that is specific to an individual client and remove any of the below information that is not pertinent to your specific client scenario. 

Client Name: Doe, Joey

Date of Birth: March 5, 2005

Address: xxxx Stonehill Way, Denver, CO 00000

ICD Medical Diagnosis: 343.9 (cerebral palsy)

ICD Speech-Language Diagnoses:  784.59 (motor speech disorder), 315.32 (mixed receptive-expressive language disorder

Date of Evaluation: March 21, 2011

Background Information:

Joey is a 6 year old boy with a medical diagnosis of cerebral palsy.  Secondary to his medical diagnosis, he presents with physical impairments, global developmental delays, and a severe motor speech disorder.  He has complex communication needs, and he is nonspeaking.  

Joey was referred for an evaluation by his parents who were interested in exploring simple speech generating devices (SGDs) with him to determine if he could benefit from their use, and if so, to determine which SGD will be optimal to meet his current and future needs. 

Current Communication Impairment:

Joey’s speech skills are markedly reduced secondary to his medical diagnosis.  His communication and communicative attempts consist primarily of facial expressions and vocalizations that are largely dependent on others to interpret and/or to respond to.  His communication skills are markedly reduced for age expectancies and are neither functional nor sufficient to meet his daily communication needs. 

ANTICIPATED COURSE OF IMPAIRMENT 

Current Status 

Based on current skills, it is anticipated that Joey will need to rely on augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) strategies, techniques and speech generating devices (SGDs) well into the future.

Prognosis 

Given current speech abilities, prognosis for the development of functional speech is poor.  However, given the appropriate technology and consistent support, prognosis for increased expressive communication skills through the use of a speech generating device (SGD) and augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) strategies is good. 

LANGUAGE SKILLS AS THEY RELATE TO USE OF A SPEECH GENERATING DEVICE (SGD) AND ACESSORIES

Though Joey’s cognitive and receptive language abilities are clearly reduced for age expectancies, he presents with a gap between them and his expressive language abilities.  It was reported and observed that Joey understands simple language related to everyday activities and to daily routines.  He vocalizes to gain attention and to express pleasure, and he frequently whines to protest and/or to refuse.

During this evaluation, Joey interacted with this therapist to the best of his abilities.  He attended to and engaged with presented interactive toys/sensory objects (i.e., pinart, vibrating ball)/applications on this therapist’s iPad/interactive computer software activities that were presented on this therapist’s laptop.  Joey followed simple directions related to presented tasks and activities to the best of his physical abilities.  

Joey responded positively to voice output on presented digitized step-by-step leveled speech generating devices (SGDs), and he demonstrated good potential to benefit from use of SGDs to augment current communication skills.  Joey is a good candidate for augmentative communication technology to increase expressive communication abilities. 

COGNITIVE SKILLS TO USE A SPEECH GENERATING DEVICE (SGD) AND ACESSORIES

Joey possesses the cognitive abilities to effectively use an SGD to increase his expressive communication skills as indicated by his receptive language skills and his ability to activate digitized step-by-step leveled speech generating devices (SGDs). 

VISION STATUS

Joey’s vision was reported and observed to be adequate.  During this evaluation, he visually attended to and activated presented step-by-step leveled SGDs.  Vision skills are adequate for Joey to successfully use an SGD.   

HEARING STATUS

Joey’s hearing was also reported and observed to be adequate.  During this evaluation, he responded to speech at normal conversational tones, and he responded positively to the digitized voice output on presented SGDs. Hearing abilities are adequate for Joey to successfully use an SGD.

PHYSICAL STATUS

Joey is nonambulatory/ambulatory.  (He was seated in his wheelchair during this evaluation).  He was able to use his right/left hand to access presented digitized step-by-step leveled SGDs.  Physical abilities are adequate for Joey to use an SGD to augment his current communication skills.

DAILY COMMUNICATION NEEDS

Joey lives with his parents and younger sister.  He receives special education and therapy services as part of his educational programming.

As mentioned above, Joey’s speech skills are markedly reduced secondary to his medical diagnosis.  He presents with a gap between receptive and expressive language skills, and current, unaided communication skills are not functional or sufficient to meet his daily communication needs.

ABILITY TO FULFILL DAILY COMMUNICATION NEEDS:

Natural Speech:  Joey’s speech is markedly reduced and not functional to meet his daily communication needs.

Speech Generating Devices and other augmentative communication strategies:  Given the opportunity to use a digitized step-by-step leveled speech generating device with prerecorded messages, Joey will have the ability to meet his daily communication needs. 

FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION GOALS: 

Long Term Goals Using a Speech Generating Device:

1. Joey will increase expressive language skills commensurate to receptive language and cognitive abilities. 

2. Joey will increase operational use of the recommended SGD.

Short Term Goals Using a Speech Generating Device:
1. Joey will use the recommended digitized step-by-step leveled speech generating device (SGD) to request, to direct, to provide information, and/or to increase his active participation in his environment/activities in his environment for 80% of opportunities during structured activities and situations.

2. Joey will use the recommended SGD for 80% of opportunities across activities and/or with a variety of communication partners.

RATIONALE FOR DEVICE SELECTION

Language Requirements:  Joey needs to use a digitized step-by-step leveled speech generating device with prerecorded messages to express himself efficiently and effectively.

Hardware Requirements: 

Joey needs a step-by-step leveled SGD that is portable and that can be securely attached/mounted to his wheelchair tray/that he can easily carry.

Accessories:

Joey’s SGD needs to be safely and securely mounted to his wheelchair tray/securely mounted to his wheelchair so he can safely and reliably access it./Joey needs to be able to carry his SGD.

DEVICE TRIAL AND PROCEDURES

A variety of digitized step-by-step leveled speech generating devices (SGDs) were discussed with Joey’s parents and/or explored with Joey during this evaluation.  The Small Talk Sequencer with Levels/Big Talk Triple Play/Accessory from Enabling Devices, the Big Button with Steps and Levels, from Attainment Company, and the BIG/LITTLE Step-by-Step with Levels from AbleNet, were considered.

The Small Talk Sequencer with Levels/Big Talk Triple Play/Accessory device from Enabling devices has four levels, 5 minutes of recording time, and both sequential and random message capabilities.

The Big Button with Steps and Levels from Attainment Company is limited in recording time.  It has two modes:  steps and levels.  The device has ten levels, nine levels with 6 seconds of recording time, and a tenth level with 14 seconds of recording time.  When set to the ‘steps mode’, three activities can be recorded into the device, each with the capacity for up to 10 six-second messages/steps. After the device is recorded, the messages are activated sequentially, one by one.  When set to the ‘level mode’, capacity for an additional 10 messages is available, however the message remains the same until the level is manually changed.

The LITTLE/BIG Step-by-Step with levels has four minutes of recording time that can be used/recorded in any way desired across its three levels.  The device has unlimited sequential recording capabilities.  It comes with four colors of twist-off switch tops that easily snap onto the device’s surface.

The features available in the LITTLE/BIG Step-by-Step with levels SGD, and both its durability and reliability, were felt to be superior to the features of both the Small Talk Sequencer with Levels/Big Talk Triple Play/Accessory SGD and the Big Button with Steps and Levels SGD and their durability and reliability.  Hence, the LITTLE/BIG Step-by-Step with levels was presented to Joey and its use explored. 
Joey easily activated the surface of the LITLLE/BIG Step-by-Step with levels.  The device was presented to him, initially set to a level that contained a variety of messages that had been prerecorded about himself, all of which were both highly motivating and meaningful to him.  

Joey eagerly and purposefully activated the device’s surface.  He was attentive to the voice output and clearly motivated by it as he smiled upon hearing messages spoken aloud.  Following models and directions, he began to activate the device’s surface, listen to the message spoken aloud, and then activate the device again to hear the next message.  He did this repeatedly and with intent as he activated a variety of messages about himself.
Next, the device was switched to another level that allowed Joey to make positive comments (i.e., ‘cool’; ‘this is great!’; ‘can we do it again?’) as he engaged in play/interacted with applications on this therapist’s iPad.  After several seconds, this therapist briefly removed the toy/iPad, and he was encouraged to activate the LITTLE/BIG Step-by-Step with levels.  He readily did so and beamed as the device’s messages were spoken aloud.  

Adults discussed a variety of opportunities and situations where Joey could use the SGD to increase his communication and participation in activities and interactions throughout his day.  

The BIG/LITTLE Step-by-Step with Levels is clearly the optimal speech generating device for Joey.  He responded positively to the device’s voice output as he activated it with clear communicative intent. 

SGD DEVICE AND ACCESSORIES RECOMMENDED:
The optimal SGD to meet Joey’s current and future communication needs is the BIG/LITTLE Step-by-Step with Levels (with dual lock tape/cling! arm, a universal switch mounting system with a friction knob, large/small triangle plate).

PATIENT AND FAMILY SUPPRT OF SGD

Joey’s parents and his intervention team are sensitive to his strengths and to his needs.  They are eager to support his use of the recommended single message SGD to increase his communication skills.  

TREATMENT PLAN

Joey will be provided with daily opportunities to use the recommended SGD. 

Please contact me at 999.999.9999 if I can provide additional information and/or answer any questions.

XXX   XXXX, MS, CCC-SLP



Speech Language Pathologist

License# XXXXXX 

ASHA# YYYYYY

Cc:  family 
