(Letterhead)

(Sample Letter of Medical Necessity: PowerLink)

Evaluation for Assistive Technology

This sample letter is designed to provide guidelines for writing a letter of medical justification for an AbleNet PowerLink 4. Insert information that is specific to an individual client and remove any of the below information that is not pertinent to your specific client scenario. 
Client Name: Doe, Joey
Date of Birth: March 5, 2005
Age: 6
Diagnosis: Cerebral Palsy
Date of Evaluation: March 21, 2011
Background Information:

Joey is a 6 year old boy with the diagnosis of cerebral palsy. He was referred for an evaluation by this therapist from his speech language pathologist. Joey lives at home with his parents and younger brother. He is currently attending 1st grade and receives Occupational, Physical and Speech therapy services at school. 

Goals:

· To determine a means of access to assistive technology devices, including a speech generating device.
· To increase independence in the home.
Current Equipment:

Seating: Joey is seated well in a linear seating system. 

Mobility base: Zippie TS folding manual wheelchair.

Speech generating device: none at this time.

Other assistive technology: none at this time. 
Evaluation:

Joey does not have adequate motor control to use direct access or an alternative mouse to control a speech generating device. His vision is not adequate at this time to use eye gaze. The most appropriate access method was determined to be a switch. 
Switch Site: Joey was evaluated to determine an optimal switch site for access to assistive technology devices. Multiple potential switch sites were evaluated. Joey demonstrated the best control at the left side of his head (insert optimal switch site for your client). He was able to activate a switch at this location with a small and isolated movement that did not result in overflow or reflexive movements. His consistency and accuracy are fair, though he needs practice to optimize his motor control. If he uses this switch site for switch scanning, such as on a speech generating device, he will also require practice to develop scanning concepts and switch scanning skills. 

Switch Type: Several switches were considered and the AbleNet Spec switch was determined to be an appropriate switch for Joey (insert optimal switch type for your client). This switch is small, sensitive, has good auditory feedback and is durable. 

Switch and Scanning Training: Joey can practice and develop his switch skills using an AbleNet PowerLink 4 and computer switch software. The PowerLink 4 provides intermittent switch control of simple electrical devices, such as a fan, radio or blender. First, a switch is connected to the PowerLink 4. Then a simple electrical device is also plugged into the PowerLink 4. In timed mode, a single switch activation will turn on the electrical device for 1-99 seconds or 1-99 minutes (programmable). This provides an opportunity for multiple switch activations throughout the day to develop the motor skills required for optimal switch use. This intermittent control also develops switch scanning skills, as the client must activate the switch, wait, anticipate when the device will stop (at the end of the programmed time), and accurately activate the switch again to continue activation of the electrical device. These are the same skills required when accessing a speech generating device with single switch scanning. Training with the PowerLink 4 will prepare Joey for use of more sophisticated assistive technology in the future. 
Control of Devices in the Environment: Due to decreased upper extremity control, Joey has very limited ability to manipulate objects or control devices in his environment for play. Play is an important task for children, as object manipulation and exploration develop motor, cognitive and sensory skills, as well laying a foundation for future academic learning. The PowerLink 4 can control a wide variety of simple electrical devices via a single switch, providing control for manipulation, participation and independence. 
Recommendations:

1. AbleNet PowerLink 4 to:

a. Provide multiple switch activations throughout the day to develop the motor skills required for optimal switch use.

b. Train scanning skills for use of more sophisticated assistive technology in the future. 

c. Provide independent control of simple electrical devices for play, participation and independence. 

2. Switch type and mount (insert appropriate information):
Feel free to contact me with any questions or further needs. 

_________________________________

______________________

(Clinician signature)




Date Signed

(Clinician facility)
I have read the above evaluation report and concur with the recommendations therein. I follow this client for medical care.

_________________________________

______________________

Physician





Date Signed

Cc:
Family


Supplier

